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      Draft 

Policy on Appropriate Use of Computing 
Resources 

Information Technology is a critical component of the Franklin W. Olin College of 
Engineering experience.  The information technology infrastructure has been designed 
to provide for the continuous change and adaptations of technology required by the 
curricular and business needs of the 21st century. The information technology utilized 
by the Olin community is a very important asset of the institution.  Its use by all 
members of the College community is governed by this policy and other policies of the 
College as well as a variety of laws concerned with intellectual property, privacy, 
confidentiality, and theft.   
 
This policy covers any Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering information technology 
and computing facility regardless of its physical location.  It includes but is not necessarily 
limited to any computer, data/programs stored on the College’s computing systems, 
data/programs stored on magnetic tape, floppy disk, CD ROM or other storage media that 
is owned and maintained by the College or a server or network provided or supported by 
the College.  

 
Users are requested to report any weaknesses in the College’s computer security that 
they may discover. 
 
Any discovered incidents of possible misuse or violation of this agreement shall be 
reported to the Director of Information Technology at 781-292-2431 or by sending an 
electronic letter to it@olin.edu. 
 
Users shall not attempt to access any data or programs contained on the College’s 
systems for which they do not have authorization.  
 
Users shall not divulge "Dialup" or "Dial back" modem phone numbers to anyone 
outside of the Olin community.  
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Users shall not share their College Information Technology account(s) or account 
passwords with anyone. This includes providing access via a host entry, making 
copies of system configuration files (e.g. /etc/passwd)  or other means of sharing. 

 
Users shall not make copies of copyrighted software, except as permitted by law or by 
the owner of the copyright. Users are encouraged to contact the Information 
Technology Department with any licensing or software copyright questions or 
concerns. 

 
 

Material such as information, data, text, software, music, sound, photographs, graphics, 
video, messages and other material that can be displayed or transmitted by e-mail or 
posted on a web site may often be protected by copyright.  All such materials that are 
displayed, transmitted or otherwise used or distributed on the College’s web site or 
servers may be copyright protected and users may not display or transmit any such 
material without the consent of the copyright owner. 
 
User agrees that the College has a royalty-free license to edit and display such material 
on its facilities to prevent exposure to copyright infringement. 
 

User agrees that the College may edit or remove any material displayed or transmitted 
on its facilities or may require users to do so at the request of the appropriate College 
authority so that the College may take appropriate action to protect itself in the event that 
any user disobeys the rules of conduct.  However, the College is not required to do so in 
order to prevent users or third parties from obligating the College to screen or edit 
content that they dislike. 
 

Users shall not engage in any activity with the intent to harass other users; degrade the 
performance of the system(s); deprive an authorized College user access to College 
resources; obtain extra resources beyond those allocated; circumvent College 
computer security measures, or gain unauthorized access to a College system. 

 
Communication facilities such as Email or Netnews may not be used to transmit 
obscene, abusive or threatening language or to engage in any fraudulent or other 
illegal act.  
 
Users shall not deliberately download, install or run security programs or utilities, 
such as run password-cracking programs, that reveal weaknesses in the security of 
the College's Information Technology system unless specifically directed in writing by 
the Information Technology Department Director or authorized designee to do so.  
 
Commercial use of College Information Technology systems for non-College related 
purposes is generally prohibited.  Only those exceptions specifically authorized under 
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College conflict-of-interest, outside employment, and other related policies are permitted. 
The College does not have any duty to provide the Services and is relieved of all 
responsibility in the event of interruption in or failure to provide the Services and the 
College is not responsible for safety or merchantability of any items sold or services 
provided by these Services. 
 

Any links to other sites or advertisements that appear on any of the College’s or College 
users’ web pages are not affiliated with the College and the College is not responsible for 
the content or practices of such advertisements on other sites. 
 

Users should not expect that files stored on College information technology 
systems will always be private. Electronic messages and files stored on College 
information technology systems shall be treated like other College premises that 
are temporarily assigned for individual use. Administrators may review files and 
messages in an effort to maintain system integrity and in an effort to insure that 
users are acting responsibly.  Moreover, College officials will cooperate with law 
enforcement officials who are properly authorized to search College computers 
and computer systems. 

While the College makes all reasonable efforts to ensure the integrity of its 
information technology system, the College makes no warranties of any kind, 
either express or implied as to the computers, computer systems, Internet access 
or any other information technology resources it provides.   All users accept the 
use of services at their sole risk and as is.  The College shall not be responsible 
for any damages users suffer, including but not limited to loss of data resulting 
from delays or interruptions in service. The College shall not be responsible for 
the accuracy, nature or quality of information gathered through College diskettes, 
hard drives or servers; nor for the accuracy, nature or quality of information 
gathered through College-provided Internet access. The College shall not be 
responsible for personal property used to access College computers or networks 
or for College-provided Internet access. The College shall not be responsible for 
unauthorized financial obligations resulting from technical college-provided access 
to the Internet. 
The College reserves the right to modify, discontinue or interrupt the Services (with 
respect to any or all users), may impose limits on the amount of disk space for users’ 
files, may modify any content in connection with the Services and may take any of the 
foregoing actions without notice.  The College has no obligation to maintain the 
confidentiality of users’ information that it obtains through the use of the Services and the 
College has the right to use such information. 
 
User agrees to indemnify and hold the College harmless for any losses the College may 
suffer in connection with such user’s use or misuse of the Services or violation of the 
user agreement.  Any possible liability is limited to direct and actual losses and in no 
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event is the College liable for any lost profits, consequential damages or punitive 
damages, even if a claim is based on breach of contract or negligence. 
 
Noncompliance with this policy and/or any specific directive of a College Information 
Technology staff member may be reported to the employee user's supervisor or to the 
Dean of Student Life if the user is a student. The violation may also be reported to the 
Executive Committee of the College. Sanctions may range from loss of some or all access 
to information technology privileges to separation from the College. Violators may also 
face civil or criminal penalties. 
I have read and understand the Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering computing 
systems Draft Appropriate Use Statement governing the use of the College’s computing 
facilities and agree to abide by it. 
 
 
Name:  ________________________________________   
(please print clearly) 
 
Signature: _________________________________________   
 
Date:            ______________________ 
 


